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President’s Comments

Greetings once again fellow Torchbearers and
Partners.

2023 is slipping away without having any major
activities other than our AGM to be held on 11
November 2023.

Early in the New Year, we will see the North
Queensland Games held in Cairns at which our
Club sponsors both the men's and women's 1500
meters event.

At this point in time, the Committee handling the
2032 Brisbane Olympic Torch Relay have yet to
contact the Club regarding the suggestions to
revisit the 1956 strategy.

| would like to envisage that our senior members
are handling any health issues and always
thinking positively.

Kind regards

Jim Vallely
President

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Saturday 11" November 2023

The annual meeting of the 56ers Olympic
Torchbearers Club will be held in accordance with
tradition, on Saturday 11" November 2023, i.e.
the nearest Saturday to the anniversary of the
original commencement of the 1956 Olympic
Torch Relay from Cairns to Melbourne on the 9th
November 1956.

The meeting will be held at the Boardroom of the
Cairns RSL, Esplanade, Cairns, commencing at
11.30am. Following the meeting, wives and guests
are invited to join members for the annual lunch
commencing approximately at 1PM.

Please see attached meeting notice along with
proxy form for those members unable to attend.

NORTH QUEENSLAND GAMES

The North Queensland Games will be held in
Cairns over the weekend, 3 - 6 May
2024. Arrangements are underway for the Club to
again sponsor the men's and women's 1500 metre
events in memory of the 1956 Olympic Torch Relay
with prize money totalling $2,000.

Members of the Club will be invited to participate
in the Opening Ceremony of the Games and be
present for the 1500 metre events and
presentation of prizes.

Notice of further details and timings will be given
closer to the date.

WE SHOULD NEVER FORGET THEM

Glenn Cunningham

Cunningham was born in Atlanta, Kansas and grew
up in Elkhart, Kansas. When he was eight years old,
his legs were very badly burned in an explosion
caused by his brother accidentally putting gasoline
instead of kerosene in the can at his school. His
brother Floyd, 13, died in the fire.

When the doctors recommended amputating
Glenn's legs, he was so distressed his parents
would not allow it. The doctors predicted he might
never walk normally again. He had lost all the flesh
on his knees and shins and all the toes on his left
foot. Also, his transverse arch was practically
destroyed. However, his great determination,
coupled with hours upon hours of a new type of
therapy, enabled him to gradually regain the
ability to walk and to proceed to run. It was in the
early summer of 1919 when he first tried to walk
again, roughly two years after the accident. He had
a positive attitude as well as a strong religious
faith.

His favorite Bible verse was Isaiah 40:31: "But
those who wait on the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings like



eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall
walk and not faint."

Cunningham competed in the 1500 m event at the
1932 and 1936 Summer Olympics and finished
fourth and second, respectively. While on the ship,
traveling from the U.S. to Germany in 1936, he was
voted "Most Popular Athlete" by his fellow
Olympians.

Cunningham won the
Sullivan medal in 1933
for his achievements in
middle-distance running.
In 1934, he set the world
record for the mile run at
4:06.8, which stood for
three years. He also set
world records in the 800
m in 1936 and in the
indoor mile in 1938. Also
in 1938, Cunningham set
a personal best time in
the mile run at 4:04.4
testing Dartmouth College's Alumni Gymnasium
indoor track, engineered to allow faster times than
most indoor facilities. This time was not accepted
as a world record, however, because Dartmouth
had provided Cunningham pacing runners, which
was against the rules at the time.

Cunningham's unachieved goal was a four-minute
mile, a goal attempted and unmet by many other
runners. Several theorists proclaimed it was
impossible physiologically for humans. Some
athletes tried running steady and fast-paced the
whole time. Others tried to go steady for the first
half then give it all they had. Glenn worried about
the strength of his legs burned in his youth, so he
started slow — running in the pack. He would be
fresher in the second half — and would almost be
sprinting the last 100 yards to the finish.

Cunningham has a park named after him in his
hometown of Elkhart, Kansas. The mile run at the
Kansas Relays is named in his honor. In 1974 he
was inducted into the National Track and Field Hall
of Fame.

Cunningham earned a master's degree from the
University of lowa and a PhD from New York
University. After retiring from competitions in
1940 he served as director of physical education at
Cornell College in lowa for four years. Later he
opened the Glenn Cunningham Youth Ranch in
Kansas, where he and his wife helped 10,000
needy and abused children.

Margaret Court

Margaret Court was the most glittering example of
Australia’s domination of world tennis in the
1960s and 70s.

Those would agree, still the best female tennis
player ever and there with Bradman as best
Australian sports person of their field and one of
the best in the world of their field.

Court was born in Albury, New South Wales, the
youngest of four children of Lawrence Smith and
Catherine Beaufort. She has two older brothers,
Kevin and Vincent, and an older sister, June
Shanahan. A natural left-hander, she was
persuaded to change to a right-hand grip. She
began playing tennis when she was eight years old
and was 18 in 1960 when she won the first of
seven consecutive singles titles at the Australian
Championships.

She became the first Australian woman to win a
Grand Slam tournament abroad when she won the
French and US Championships in 1962. The next
year, she became the first Australian woman to
win Wimbledon. Across singles, doubles and
mixed doubles, she has won a remarkable 64
Grand Slams.

After the tournament in
Munich, Germany in August
1966, Court temporarily
retired from tennis. In 1967,
she married Barry Court,
whose father, Charles Court,
and brother, Richard Court,
were premiers of Western
Australia. She returned to
tennis in November 1967,
and in 1970 won all four
Grand Slam singles titles.
The next year, she lost the
Wimbledon singles final to
Evonne Goolagong Cawley
while pregnant with her first

child, Daniel, who was born in March 1972. She
made a comeback that year, playing in the US
Open and throughout 1973. Her second child,
Marika, was born in 1974. She started playing
again in November of that year. After missing most
of 1976 after having her third child, she returned
to the tour in early 1977 but retired permanently
that year when she learned she was expecting her
fourth child. Her last Grand Slam tournament



singles appearance was in the 1975 US Open. Her
last Grand Slam tournament appearance overall
was in the 1976 Australian Open in women's
doubles.

Court is one of only three players to achieve a
career "boxed set" of Grand Slam titles, winning
every possible Grand Slam title—singles, women's
doubles and mixed doubles—at all four Grand
Slam events. The others are Doris Hart and
Martina Navratilova. However, Court is the only
person to win all 12 Grand Slam events at least
twice. She also is unique in having completed
"boxed sets" both before the Open Era and after it
began.

Margaret Court at Wimbledon in 1971

Court lost a heavily publicised and U.S.—televised
challenge match to a former world No. 1 male
tennis player, the 55-year-old Bobby Riggs, on 13
May 1973, in Ramona, California. Court was the
top-ranked women's player at the time, and the
New York Times claimed that she did not take the
match seriously because it was a mere exhibition.
Using a mixture of lobs and drop shots, Riggs beat
her 6-2, 6—1. Four months later, Billie Jean King
beat Riggs in the Battle of the Sexes match in the
Houston Astrodome.

In January 2003, Show Court One at the sports and
entertainment complex Melbourne Park was
renamed Margaret Court Arena. Since 2012, the
arena has attracted calls for its name to be
changed on the basis of Court's statements against
gay and lesbian rights.

During the 1960s, Court was considered to have a
very long reach which added a new dimension to
women's volleying. With a height and reach
advantage and being extremely strong, she was
very formidable at the net and had an effective
overhead shot. She was considered unusually
mobile for her size and played an all attack, serve

and volley style which, when added to her big
serve, dominated conservative defensive players.
Part of what helped her win was her commitment
to fitness training. Court was dubbed "The Aussie
Amazon" because she did weights, circuit training
and running along sandy hillsides. This training
helped keep her relatively injury-free through
most of her career.

Court won a record 64 Grand Slam tournament
titles, including a record 24 singles titles, 19
women's doubles titles and a record 21 mixed
doubles titles. The total includes two shared titles
at the Australian Championships/Open in 1965
and 1969. The mixed doubles finals of those years
were not played because of bad weather and the
titles are shared by both of the finalist pairs.

Court won 62 of the 85 Grand Slam tournament
finals (72.9%) she played, including 24-5 (82.8%)
in singles finals, 19-14 (57.6%) in women's
doubles finals and 19-4 (82.6%) in mixed doubles
finals.

Court with the Wimbledon singles trophy in 1970.

Court reached the final in 29, the semifinals in 36
and the quarterfinals in 43 of the 47 Grand Slams
singles tournaments she played. She won 11 of the
16 Grand Slam singles tournaments she entered,
beginning with the 1969 Australian Open and
ending with the 1973 US Open. She also won 11 of
the 17 Grand Slam singles tournaments she
entered, beginning with the 1962 Australian
Championships and ending with the 1966
Australian Championships. She was 146-2 (98.6%)
against unseeded players in Grand Slam singles
tournaments.

Court is the only player to have won the Grand
Slam in both singles and mixed doubles. She won
the singles Grand Slam in 1970, the mixed doubles
Grand Slam in 1963 with fellow Australian Ken
Fletcher and the mixed doubles Grand Slam in



1965 with three different partners (Fletcher, John
Newcombe and Fred Stolle).

Court won more than half of all the Grand Slam
(Single, Mixed, Doubles - Aus, French, UK, US)
contests heldin 1963 (8 of 12), 1964 (7 of 12), 1965
(9 of 12), 1969 (8 of 12), 1970 (7 of 11) and 1973
(6 of 11).

According to the end-of-year rankings compiled by
London's Daily Telegraph from 1914 to 1972,
Court was ranked world No. 1 six times: 1962,
1963, 1964, 1965, 1969 and 1970. She was also
ranked No. 1 for 1973 when the official rankings
were produced by the Women's Tennis
Association.
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Jokes Corner

An MIT linguistics professor was lecturing his class
the other day. "In English," he said, "a double
negative forms a positive. However, in some
languages, such as Russian, a double negative
remains a negative. But there isn't a single
language, not one, in which a double positive can
express a negative."

A voice from the back of the room said, "Yeah,
right."
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Mother's Day. Two children ordered their mother
to stay in bed one Mother's Day morning. As she
lay there looking forward to breakfast in bed, the
smell of bacon floated up from the kitchen. But
after a good long wait she finally went downstairs
to investigate. She found them both sitting at the
table eating bacon and eggs.
"As a surprise for Mother's Day," one explained,
"we decided to cook our own breakfast."
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A guy asks a lawyer about his fees.
“I charge $50 for three questions”, the lawyer
says. “That’s awfully steep, isn’t it?”, the guy asks.
“Yes, | suppose so”, the lawyer replies. “Now
what’s your final question?”
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Give a man a fish and you will feed him for the day.
Teach a man to fish and he’s going to spend a
fortune on gear he’ll only use twice a year.
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A homeless guy found a laptop somebody forgot
on the train. He immediately went and checked

out what’s in the desktop Trash bin.
% %k %k ok
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My ancectors were hunter/gatherere,
"m more of a ¢urfer/orderer.
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Kind Regards

Dennis M Stevenson
menafallsl@bigpond.com

“The Running Scotsman”

Coauthor: Andrew Cummings



